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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

H.R. 3670, ANTI-SPOOFING ACT OF
2013 AND H.R. 5161, E-LABEL ACT

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 11, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 3670, the Anti-Spoofing
Act and H.R. 5161, the E-LABEL Act.

H.R. 3670 updates the Truth in Caller ID Act
of 2009 to combat against fraudulent phone
calls and text messages received by millions
of Americans, including seniors, veterans and
the disabled. According to the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC), “caller ID
spoofing” is defined as the deliberate falsifica-
tion of caller ID information, including a tele-
phone number and/or name for the purpose of
disguising the identity of the calling party.

Just last month, the San Diego County
Sheriff's Department reported a series of
spoofing incidents in which San Diegans re-
ceived calls purported to be from the Sheriff's
office, indicating a warrant for their arrest.
With similar reports of fraudulent behavior
around the country, this bipartisan, pro-con-
sumer bill will better protect Americans from
becoming victims of scammers. | commend
Representative MENG for her leadership and |
urge the House to pass this commonsense
bill.

| also urge House colleagues to support
H.R. 5161, a bipartisan bill which | introduced
with Representatives LATTA, WELCH and
BLACKBURN in July. Following on the E-Label-
ing guidance issued by the FCC this summer,
H.R. 5161 would promote electronic labeling
for FCC certified devices such as phones,
computers, smart watches and other con-
sumer electronics products.

As the Information Technology and Innova-
tion Foundation (ITIF) described in a July op-
ed, “etching 17 characters into a phone might
not seem like a Herculean feat, but as wire-
less devices have proliferated and shrunk in
size, many manufacturers have been forced to
buy increasingly expensive equipment and in-
vest more design time into placing the label.”
Electronic labeling thus provides manufactur-
ers with a more practical solution to existing
FCC labeling requirements and does so while
lowering device costs.

| urge my colleagues to join me in voting for
H.R. 3670 and H.R. 5161.

ELBRA WEDGEWORTH
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 11, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud the Honorable
Elbra Wedgeworth on the dedication of the
Elbra M. Wedgeworth Municipal Building.

Elbra Wedgeworth was elected to Denver
City Council in 1999 representing District 8.

Serving a second term in 2003 her City Coun-
cil peers unanimously elected her the Council
President, serving 2003 to 2005. Through her
leadership and perseverance Elbra was instru-
mental in the revitalization of District 8 through
improvements to City Park Golf Course, the
redevelopment of East Village Housing
project, Mercy Hospital redevelopment, Colo-
rado Convention Center expansion and the
Blair Caldwell African-American Research Li-
brary, only to name a few. Elbra also served
as the President and Chair of the Denver
2008 Convention Host Committee; her partici-
pation was instrumental in Denver being cho-
sen to host the Democratic National Conven-
tion. The Convention itself generated over
$266 million dollars in economic benefit to the
State of Colorado.

Elbra currently serves as the Chief Govern-
ment and Community Relations Officer at
Denver Health and Hospital Authority.

| extend my deepest congratulations and
gratitude to the Honorable Elbra Wedgeworth
for her countless hours of dedication to the
citizens of Colorado. Elbra’s continued com-
mitment has made our community a better
place for all of us.

———

GENOCIDAL ATTACKS AGAINST
CHRISTIAN AND OTHER RELI-
GIOUS MINORITIES 1IN SYRIA
AND IRAQ

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 11, 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday | convened a subcommittee hearing
on the desperate plight of Christians and other
religious minorities in Iraq and Syria.

As images of beheaded American journal-
ists James Foley and Steven Sotloff are
seared into our consciousness, we would do
well to honor their memories by recalling that
they saw it as their mission to alert the world
to the horrors committed by the fanatical
Islamist terrorist group ISIS in Syria and Iraq:
Children forced to view crucifixions and be-
headings; women bartered, sold, and raped;
prisoners lined up on their knees to be shot—
this is ISIS’ legacy.

Today Christians and other religious minori-
ties, such as Yezidis, Shabaks, and Turkmen
Shiites are not just facing a long winter without
homes. They are not just hungry and thirsty
and wandering from village to village in North-
ern Iraq and Kurdistan.

They are facing annihilation—genocide—by
fanatics who see anyone who does not sub-
scribe to its draconian and violent interpreta-
tion of Islam as fair game for enslavement,
forced conversion or death.

If the phrase “Never Again” is to be more
than well moving sentiment we simply give lip
service to, then we must be prepared to act
when we see genocide unfold before our very
eyes.

After the U.S. pulled out of Irag in March
2011 we left in charge a prime minister hostile
to political inclusion of all Iragis beyond simply
Shiites. The Islamic State in Iraq and the Le-
vant, or ISIL—also known as the Islamic State
in Iraq and al-Sham, or ISIS-saw an oppor-
tunity to exploit Sunni resentment at this treat-
ment, and surged to fill the gap.

We withdrew, they surged.

This is not the “Junior Varsity” team of ter-
rorists, as the President dismissively asserted
earlier this year. Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Iraq and Iran Brett McGurk has described
ISIL as having “unprecedented” resources in
terms of funds, weapons, and personnel.

We have seen what ISIS is doing in Syria,
beheading and crucifying Christians and polit-
ical opponents, taking hostages and kidnap-
ping religious leaders, blowing up churches
and mosques, and forcing religious minorities
to convert, flee with the clothes on their backs,
pay an exorbitant tax for infidels—or die.

When ISIS overran Mosul in June, Mosul's
35,000 inhabitants not too old or sick fled for
their lives. At checkpoints leaving the city, ISIS
took the Christians’ wedding rings, money,
travel papers, and medicines—even their cars.
Families walked carrying their children, push-
ing wheelchairs with elderly parents, mile after
mile into the hot, barren, Nineveh Plain. As
ISIS continued to gain territory in July and Au-
gust, the Christians fled further north, joining
Yezidi and many other minorities trying to find
safety in the Iraqgi Kurdistan Region.

More than 1.7 million people have been dis-
placed in Iraq this year. Many were Christians
who fled the brutal Syrian civil war, now on
the run again.

Where will they be safe?

Kurdistan, a region of 8.35 million people
currently hosts nearly 750,000 refugees. The
Kurdish Peshmerga militias are underfunded
and under-armed, now that ISIS has captured
U.S. heavy weaponry across lIrag. Yet they
soldier on.

| have received emails from Bishops and
nuns chronicling the dire needs of their flocks
who are being “exterminated” and “expelled”
from regions their people have occupied for
millennia.

The U.S. has in the last few weeks geared-
up for the humanitarian crisis. As of Sep-
tember 5, the U.S. had dedicated nearly $140
million in humanitarian assistance to Irag—and
USAID airlifted more than 60 metric tons of
humanitarian aid into Kurdistan’s capital of
Erbil.

We need, however, to make sure that aid
gets to people who need it most. This means
working with religious leaders who are closest
to those in need.

We may also need to invest more in our re-
lationship with the Kurdish Regional Govern-
ment—a regional government which has taken
on the aspects of a de facto national govern-
ment, and one whose brave militia men have
stood up against ISIS while members of the
Iragi Armed Forces have folded and fled.

It must also be remarked and remembered
with gratitude that the Kurdish Regional Gov-
ernment has extended protection to Christians
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